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(57) ABSTRACT

The present specification relates to an apparatus for protect-
ing a vehicle passenger, and the apparatus for protecting a
vehicle passenger according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present specification includes: a front two-axis sensor; a
first side two-axis sensor; a second side two-axis sensor; a
control unit which determines whether the vehicle passenger
is in a front collision situation, by calculating an average
value of acceleration values, or determines whether the
vehicle passenger is in a broadside collision situation, by
calculating speed and a speed change ofthe first side two-axis
sensor using the acceleration value obtained by the sensor
unit and by calculating speed of the second side two-axis
sensor; and a protection unit which protects the vehicle pas-
senger based on the determination of the control unit.

16 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 1
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FIG. 2
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FIG. 4
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FIG. 6
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FIG. 8
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
PROTECTING VEHICLE PASSENGER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to and the benefit of
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2014-0158940 filed in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office on Nov. 14, 2014, the
entire contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present specification relates to an apparatus and a
method for protecting a vehicle passenger, and more particu-
larly, to an apparatus and a method which sense a collision
risk situation of a vehicle using sensors embedded a vehicle,
and deploy a passenger protection unit of the vehicle.

BACKGROUND ART

Today’s vehicle industry seeks diversity such as a technol-
ogy of improving performance of a vehicle itself, a vehicle
design technology, and a technology regarding devices in the
vehicle. In addition, the vehicle involves risks due to the
essential nature of the vehicle, and researches and develop-
ments are actively conducted in the technical field for safe
driving in accordance with overall changes in social attitudes.

A number of technologies for quickly and accurately sens-
ing a vehicle collision and protecting a vehicle passenger are
proposed according to this paradigm, and most of the tech-
nologies sense a vehicle collision using a plurality of sensors
embedded in the vehicle.

The sensors for sensing a vehicle collision include an
acceleration sensor, a safing sensor, a front impact sensor
(FIS), a side impact sensor (SIS), and the like of an airbag
control unit (ACU). That is, according to the related art, there
is a problem in that a number of types of sensors such as the
aforementioned sensors are required to sense a vehicle colli-
sion.

When the number of sensors for sensing a collision of the
vehicle is increased as described above, a wire harness in the
vehicle becomes complicated. In addition, there is also a
problem in that costs required to produce the vehicle are
increased as the number of sensors is increased.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made in an effort to sim-
plify a wire harness in a vehicle by using two-axis sensors for
sensing a collision of the vehicle and greatly reducing the
number of sensors for sensing a collision of the vehicle.

The present invention has also been made in an effort to
reduce costs required to produce a vehicle by using two-axis
sensors for sensing a collision of the vehicle and greatly
reducing the number of sensors for sensing a collision of the
vehicle.

The present invention has also been made in an effort to
more accurately sense a collision and operate a passenger
protection unit by dividing algorithms into an algorithm for
sensing a front collision of a vehicle and an algorithm for
sensing a broadside collision of the vehicle.

An exemplary embodiment of the present specification
provides an apparatus for protecting a vehicle passenger,
including: a front two-axis sensor; a first side two-axis sensor;
a second side two-axis sensor;
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a control unit which determines whether the vehicle passen-
ger is in a front collision situation, by calculating an average
value of acceleration values, or determines whether the
vehicle passenger is in a broadside collision situation, by
calculating a speed and a speed change of the first side two-
axis sensor using the acceleration values and by calculating a
speed ofthe second side two-axis sensor; and a protection unit
which protects the vehicle passenger based on the determi-
nation of the control unit.

The control unit may calculate the average value of the
acceleration values in a vehicle traveling direction (X-axis)
which are obtained by the first side two-axis sensor and the
second side two-axis sensor, and determines whether the
vehicle passenger is in the front collision situation, using the
average value and the acceleration values in the X-axis direc-
tion and a lateral direction (Y-axis) perpendicular to the
X-axis direction which are obtained by the front two-axis
sensor.

The control unit may calculate displacement, a speed, and
aspeed change of an airbag control unit (ACU) installed in the
vehicle using the average value of the acceleration values
obtained, calculates a speed change value of the front two-
axis sensor using acceleration values obtained by the front
two-axis sensor, and determines whether the vehicle passen-
ger is in the front collision situation, using the displacement,
the speed, and the speed change of the ACU, and the speed
change value of the front two-axis sensor.

The control unit may calculate displacement, speed, and a
speed change of an airbag control unit (ACU) installed in the
vehicle using the average value, calculates a first threshold
value and a second threshold value using the displacement of
the ACU, calculates a difference in moving average values of
acceleration and deceleration of the first side two-axis sensor
and the second side two-axis sensor, and determines that the
vehicle passenger is in the front collision situation when the
speed of the ACU is equal to or higher than the first threshold
value, the speed change of the ACU is equal to or higher than
the second threshold value, and a value of the difference in
moving average values of acceleration and deceleration of the
first and second side two-axis sensors is lower than a prede-
termined safing threshold value. The control unit may calcu-
late displacement, speed, and a speed change of an airbag
control unit (ACU) installed in the vehicle using the average
value, calculates a first of the first threshold value and a
second of the first threshold value with respect to the speed of
the ACU using the displacement of the ACU, calculates a first
of the second threshold value and a second of the second
threshold value with respect to the speed change of the ACU
using the displacement of the ACU, calculates a threshold
value in a vehicle traveling direction (X-axis) and a threshold
value in the lateral direction (Y-axis) perpendicular to the
X-axis direction with respect to the speed change of the front
two-axis sensor using the displacement of the ACU, and
determines whether the vehicle passenger is in the front col-
lision situation. The control unit may set the first threshold
value and the second threshold value as the first of the first
threshold value and the first of the second threshold value,
respectively, when an X-axis speed change of the front two-
axis sensor is equal to or higher than the X-axis threshold
value, and a Y-axis speed change of the front two-axis sensor
is equal to or higher than the Y-axis threshold value, sets the
first threshold value and the second threshold value as the
second of the first threshold value and the second of the
second threshold value, respectively, when the X-axis speed
change of the front two-axis sensor is lower than the X-axis
threshold value, or the Y-axis speed change of the front two-
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axis sensor is lower than the Y-axis threshold value, and
determines whether the vehicle passenger is in the front col-
lision situation.

The control unit may calculate a speed and a speed change
of the first side two-axis sensor using a Y-axis acceleration
value obtained by the first side two-axis sensor, calculates
speed of the second side two-axis sensor using a Y-axis accel-
eration value obtained by the second side two-axis sensor, and
determines whether the vehicle passenger is in the broadside
collision situation, using the speed and the speed change of
the first side two-axis sensor and the speed of the second side
two-axis sensor.

The control unit may calculate a speed and a speed change
of the first side two-axis sensor using a Y-axis acceleration
value obtained by the first side two-axis sensor, calculates
speed of the second side two-axis sensor using the Y-axis
acceleration value obtained by the second side two-axis sen-
sor, calculates a plural threshold values using the speed of the
second side two-axis sensor, and determines that the vehicle
passenger is in the broadside collision situation when the
speed and the speed change of the first side two-axis sensor
are equal to or higher than the threshold values, and average
deceleration of the front two-axis sensor or average decelera-
tion of the second side two-axis sensor are higher than pre-
determined safing threshold value.

Another exemplary embodiment of the present specifica-
tion provides a method of protecting a vehicle passenger,
including: an obtaining step of obtaining acceleration values
using a front two-axis sensor, a first side two-axis sensor, and
a second side two-axis sensor;

a calculating step of calculating an average value of accel-
eration values obtained in the obtaining step, or calculating
speed and a speed change of the first side two-axis sensor and
speed of the second side two-axis sensor using the accelera-
tion value obtained in the obtaining step; a collision deter-
mining step of determining whether the vehicle passenger is
in a front collision situation, using the average value obtained
in the calculating step and acceleration values of the front
two-axis sensor obtained in the obtaining step, or determining
whether the vehicle passenger is in a broadside collision
situation, using the speed and the speed change of the first
side two-axis sensor and the speed of the second side two-axis
sensor which are obtained in the calculating step; and a pro-
tecting step of protecting the vehicle passenger based on the
determination of the collision determining step.

The calculating step may calculate the average value of the
acceleration values in a vehicle traveling direction (X-axis)
which are obtained by the first side two-axis sensor and the
second side two-axis sensor, and the collision determining
step determines whether the vehicle passenger is in the front
collision situation, using the average value and the accelera-
tion values in the X-axis direction and a lateral direction
(Y-axis) perpendicular to the X-axis direction which are
obtained by the front two-axis sensor.

The collision determining step may calculate displace-
ment, speed, and a speed change of an airbag control unit
(ACU) installed in the vehicle using the average value, cal-
culates a speed change value of the front two-axis sensor
using acceleration values obtained by the front two-axis sen-
sor, and determines whether the vehicle passenger is in the
front collision situation, using the displacement, the speed,
and the speed change of the ACU, and the speed change value
of the front two-axis sensor.

The collision determining step may calculate displace-
ment, speed, and a speed change of an airbag control unit
(ACU) installed in the vehicle using the average value, cal-
culates a first threshold value and a second threshold value
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using the displacement of the ACU, calculates a difference in
moving average values of acceleration and deceleration of the
first side two-axis sensor and the second side two-axis sensor,
and determines that the vehicle passenger is in the front
collision situation when the speed of the ACU is equal to or
higher than the first threshold value, the speed change of the
ACU is equal to or higher than the second threshold value, and
a value of the difference in moving average values of accel-
eration and deceleration of the first side two-axis sensor and
the second side two-axis sensor is lower than a predetermined
safing threshold value.

The collision determining step may calculate displace-
ment, speed, and a speed change of an airbag control unit
(ACU) installed in the vehicle using the average value, cal-
culates a first of the first threshold value and a second of the
first threshold value with respect to the speed of the ACU
using the displacement of the ACU, calculates a first of the
second threshold value and a second of the second threshold
value with respect to the speed change of the ACU using the
displacement of the ACU, calculates a threshold value in a
vehicle traveling direction (X-axis) and a threshold value in
the lateral direction (Y-axis) perpendicular to the X-axis
direction with respect to the speed change of the front two-
axis sensor using the displacement of the ACU, and deter-
mines whether the vehicle passenger is in the front collision
situation.

The collision determining step may set the first threshold
value and the second threshold value as the first of the first
threshold value and the first of the second threshold value,
respectively, when an X-axis speed change of the front two-
axis sensor is equal to or higher than the X-axis threshold
value, and a Y-axis speed change of the front two-axis sensor
is equal to or higher than the Y-axis threshold value, sets the
first threshold value and the second threshold value as the
second of the first threshold value and the second of the
second threshold value, respectively, when the X-axis speed
change of the front two-axis sensor is lower than the X-axis
threshold value, or the Y-axis speed change of the front two-
axis sensor is lower than the Y-axis threshold value, and
determines whether the vehicle passenger is in the front col-
lision situation.

The collision determining step may calculate a speed and a
speed change of the first side two-axis sensor using a Y-axis
acceleration value obtained by the first side two-axis sensor,
calculates speed of the second side two-axis sensor using a
Y-axis acceleration value obtained by the second side two-
axis sensor, and determines whether the vehicle passenger is
in the broadside collision situation, using the speed and the
speed change of'the first side two-axis sensor and the speed of
the second side two-axis sensor.

The collision determining step may calculate a speed and a
speed change of the first side two-axis sensor using a Y-axis
acceleration value obtained by the first side two-axis sensor,
calculates speed of the second side two-axis sensor using the
Y-axis acceleration value obtained by the second side two-
axis sensor, calculates a plural threshold values using the
speed of the second side two-axis sensor, and determines that
the vehicle passenger is in the broadside collision situation
when the speed and the speed change of'the first side two-axis
sensor are equal to or higher than the threshold values, and
average deceleration of the front two-axis sensor or average
deceleration of the second side two-axis sensor are higher
than predetermined safing threshold value.

The exemplary embodiment of the present specification
uses two-axis sensors for sensing a collision of a vehicle,
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thereby greatly reducing the number of sensors for sensing a
collision of the vehicle, and simplifying a wire harness in the
vehicle.

The exemplary embodiment of the present specification
uses two-axis sensors for sensing a collision of a vehicle,
thereby greatly reducing the number of sensors for sensing a
collision of the vehicle, and reducing costs required to pro-
duce the vehicle.

The exemplary embodiment of the present specification
divides algorithms into an algorithm for sensing a front col-
lision of a vehicle and an algorithm for sensing a broadside
collision of the vehicle, thereby more accurately sensing a
collision and operating a passenger protection unit.

The foregoing summary is illustrative only and is not
intended to be in any way limiting. In addition to the illustra-
tive aspects, embodiments, and features described above, fur-
ther aspects, embodiments, and features will become appar-
ent by reference to the drawings and the following detailed
description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an apparatus for protecting a
vehicle passenger according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present specification.

FIG. 2 is an explanatory view illustrating two-axis sensors,
for sensing a collision of a vehicle, of the apparatus for pro-
tecting a vehicle passenger according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present specification.

FIG. 3 is an explanatory view illustrating a situation of a
head-on collision for operating a passenger protection unit of
the apparatus for protecting a vehicle passenger according to
the exemplary embodiment of the present specification.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory view illustrating a condition for
deploying an airbag of the apparatus for protecting a vehicle
passenger according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present specification at the time of a head-on collision.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a process of operating the
front passenger protection unit of the apparatus for protecting
a vehicle passenger according to a first exemplary embodi-
ment of the present specification at the time of a head-on
collision.

FIG. 6 is an explanatory view illustrating a situation of a
broadside collision for operating the passenger protection
unit of the apparatus for protecting a vehicle passenger
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present speci-
fication.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a process of operating a
left passenger protection unit of the apparatus for protecting a
vehicle passenger according to a second exemplary embodi-
ment of the present specification at the time of a left broadside
collision.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a process of operating a
right passenger protection unit of the apparatus for protecting
a vehicle passenger according to a third exemplary embodi-
ment of the present specification at the time of a right broad-
side collision.

It should be understood that the appended drawings are not
necessarily to scale, presenting a somewhat simplified repre-
sentation of various features illustrative of the basic prin-
ciples of the invention. The specific design features of the
present invention as disclosed herein, including, for example,
specific dimensions, orientations, locations, and shapes will
be determined in part by the particular intended application
and use environment.
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In the figures, reference numbers refer to the same or
equivalent parts of the present invention throughout the sev-
eral figures of the drawing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the present speci-
fication will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

In the description of the exemplary embodiments, techni-
cal contents, which are well known in the technical field to
which the present specification pertains and are not directly
relevant to the present specification, will be omitted. The
reason is to provide the subject matter of the present specifi-
cation more clearly by omitting unnecessary descriptions
without obscuring the subject matter of the present specifica-
tion.

For the same reason, some constituent elements are exag-
gerated, omitted, or schematically illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings. In addition, a size of each of the constitu-
ent elements is not entirely reflective of an actual size. Like
reference numerals refer to the same or corresponding con-
stituent elements in the respective drawings.

Hereinafter, an apparatus for protecting a vehicle passen-
ger according to a first exemplary embodiment of the present
specification will be described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 4.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an apparatus for protecting a
vehicle passenger according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present specification. FIG. 1 explains an apparatus for
protecting a vehicle passenger in a situation of a head-on
collision of a vehicle.

Referring to FIG. 1, an apparatus 100 for protecting a
vehicle passenger according to the first exemplary embodi-
ment of the present specification includes a sensor unit 10, a
control unit 20, and a protection unit 30.

The sensor unit 10 includes a front two-axis sensor, a first
side two-axis sensor, and a second side two-axis sensor.

Ifthe first side two-axis sensor is a left two-axis sensor, the
second side two-axis sensor means a right two-axis sensor.
Meanwhile, if the first side two-axis sensor is the right two-
axis sensor, the second side two-axis sensor means the left
twWO0-axis sensor.

FIG. 2 is an explanatory view illustrating the two-axis
sensors, for sensing a collision of the vehicle, of the apparatus
for protecting a vehicle passenger according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present specification.

Referring to FIG. 2, the sensor unit 10 may include a front
impact two-axis sensor FIS X/Y, a left side impact two-axis
sensor LH SIS X/Y, and a right side impact two-axis sensor
RH SIS X/Y.

In this case, the X-axis means a traveling direction of the
vehicle, and the Y-axis means a lateral direction perpendicular
to the traveling direction of the vehicle.

The sensor unit 10 obtains a collision acceleration value at
the time of a head-on collision of the vehicle.

The control unit 20 calculates an average value of X-axis
acceleration values obtained by the first side two-axis sensor
and the second side two-axis sensor, and determines whether
the vehicle passenger is in a front collision situation, using the
average value and X-axis and Y-axis acceleration values
obtained by the front two-axis sensor.

The average value means a value that is the same as a
collision acceleration value of an airbag control unit (ACU)
installed in the vehicle. That is, the average value of the values
obtained by the first side sensor and the second side sensor
may be substituted for a value obtained by a sensor of the
ACU in the related art.
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FIG. 3 is an explanatory view illustrating a situation of a
head-on collision for operating the passenger protection unit
of'the apparatus for protecting a vehicle passenger according
to the exemplary embodiment of the present specification.

The front collision situation means a situation in which the
apparatus for protecting a front passenger needs to be oper-
ated in a situation of a head-on collision. Referring to FIG.
3 A, when severity of a collision is low even though a head-on
collision occurs when the vehicle travels, for example, when
the vehicle travels on a rough road or passes over an obstacle,
the control unit 20 determines that this situation is not the
front collision situation. In contrast, referring to FIG. 3B,
when severity of a collision is high, the control unit 20 deter-
mines that this situation is the front collision situation.

In the case of the high severity collision, behavior of a
passenger in the vehicle is greatly changed, and a front por-
tion of the vehicle is also greatly deformed. That is, when
severity of a collision is low, that is, when the vehicle travels
on a rough road or passes over an obstacle, behavior of a
passenger in the vehicle may also be greatly changed, but the
front portion of the vehicle may be less or hardly deformed.
Therefore, the deformation of the front portion of the vehicle
is also considered at the time of determining the front colli-
sion situation, thereby improving accuracy when operating
the apparatus for protecting a passenger.

The control unit 20 calculates displacement, speed, and a
speed change of the ACU installed in the vehicle using the
average value. In addition, the control unit calculates a speed
change value of the front two-axis sensor using the accelera-
tion value obtained by the front two-axis sensor. The control
unit 20 may determine whether the vehicle passenger is in the
front collision situation, using the displacement, the speed,
and the speed change of the ACU, and using the speed change
value of the front two-axis sensor.

The displacement of the ACU may be calculated by
double-integrating the average value with respect to a prede-
termined time. In addition, the speed of the ACU may be
calculated by integrating the average value once with respect
to a predetermined time. In addition, the speed change of the
ACU may be calculated by signal-processing the average
value. In addition, the speed change of the front two-axis
sensor may be calculated by signal-processing the accelera-
tion value obtained by the front two-axis sensor.

The control unit 20 calculates a first critical value and a
second critical value using the displacement of the ACU. In
addition, a difference in moving average values of accelera-
tion and deceleration of the first side two-axis sensor and the
second side two-axis sensor is calculated using the displace-
ment of the ACU. Accordingly, when the speed of the ACU is
equal to or higher than the first critical value, the speed change
of'the ACU is equal to or higher than the second critical value,
and a value of the difference in moving average values of
acceleration and deceleration of the first side two-axis sensor
and the second side two-axis sensor is lower than a predeter-
mined safing critical value, the control unit 20 may determine
that the vehicle passenger is in the front collision situation.

Here, the first critical value means a critical value associ-
ated with the speed of the ACU, and the second critical value
means a critical value associated with the speed change of the
ACU. In addition, the safing critical value means a critical
value that has been obtained by a safing sensor mounted in the
vehicle in the related art.

The control unit 20 calculates a first of the first critical
value and a second of the first critical value with respect to the
speed of the ACU using the displacement of the ACU. In
addition, the control unit 20 calculates a first of the second
critical value and a second of the second critical value with
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respect to the speed change of the ACU using the displace-
ment of the ACU. In addition, the control unit 20 calculates an
X-axis critical value and a Y-axis critical value with respect to
the speed change of the front two-axis sensor using the dis-
placement of the ACU.

The first of the first critical value, the second of the first
critical value, the first of the second critical value, the second
of the second critical value, the X-axis critical value, and the
Y-axis critical value may be calculated using a lookup table
that is stored in the control unit 20 in advance.

Accordingly, when the X-axis speed change of the front
two-axis sensor is equal to or higher than the X-axis critical
value, and the Y-axis speed change of the front two-axis
sensor is equal to or higher than the Y-axis critical value, the
control unit 20 sets the first critical value and the second
critical value as the first of the first critical value and the first
of'the second critical value, respectively.

In contrast, when the X-axis speed change of the front
two-axis sensor is lower than the X-axis critical value, and the
Y-axis speed change ofthe front two-axis sensor is lower than
the Y-axis critical value, the control unit 20 sets the first
critical value and the second critical value as the second of the
first critical value and the second of the second critical value,
respectively.

Accordingly, when the speed of the ACU is equal to or
higher than the first critical value, the speed change of the
ACU is equal to or higher than the second critical value, and
the value of the difference in moving average values of accel-
eration and deceleration of the first and second side two-axis
sensors is lower than a predetermined safing critical value, the
control unit 20 may determine that the vehicle passenger is in
the front collision situation.

When the vehicle passenger is in the front collision situa-
tion as a determination result of the control unit 20, the
protection unit 30 restricts the passenger.

The protection unit 30 includes all of the passenger pro-
tection means such as an airbag, and a seat belt pre-tensioner
that may be provided in the vehicle.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory view illustrating a condition for
deploying the airbag of the apparatus for protecting a vehicle
passenger according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present specification at the time of a head-on collision.

Referring to FIG. 4A, the apparatus for protecting a front
passenger needs to be appropriately operated in accordance
with behavior of the passenger at the time of a head-on col-
lision, and an appropriate operating time may be calculated
based on the behavior of the passenger and a full deployment
time of the airbag. The apparatus for protecting a front pas-
senger needs to be operated within time defined by subtract-
ing the full deployment time of the airbag from the time for
which the passenger moves a distance between an initial
passenger position and the fully deployed airbag. Only by the
aforementioned operation, the passenger may be appropri-
ately protected by the fully deployed airbag.

Referring to FIG. 4B, the behavior of the passenger may be
calculated using the displacement of the ACU that is obtained
by double-integrating acceleration and deceleration obtained
from a position of the ACU. However, when an actual colli-
sion occurs and an algorithm is operated, only the current
acceleration and deceleration are obtained. In addition, the
apparatus for protecting a front passenger needs to be oper-
ated within the time defined by subtracting the full deploy-
ment time of the airbag from the time for which the passenger
moves a distance between an initial passenger position and
the fully deployed airbag. Therefore, it is necessary to predict
how much an amount of behavior of the passenger occurs for
the time for which the airbag is fully deployed. That is, the
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apparatus for protecting a front passenger needs to be oper-
ated at a point of time at which the sum of the displacement of
the ACU and predicted displacement of the ACU becomes a
distance between the initial passenger position and the fully
deployed airbag. The predicted displacement may be calcu-
lated by processing the speed, which is obtained by integrat-
ing the acceleration and deceleration obtained from the ACU
once, with a function.

Hereinafter, an apparatus for protecting a vehicle passen-
ger according to a second exemplary embodiment of the
present specification will be described with reference to
FIGS. 1,2 and 6.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the apparatus for protecting a
vehicle passenger according to the exemplary embodiment of
the present specification. FIG. 1 explains the apparatus for
protecting a vehicle passenger in a situation of a broadside
collision of the vehicle.

Referring to FIG. 1, an apparatus 100 for protecting a
vehicle passenger according to the second exemplary
embodiment of the present specification includes a sensor
unit 10, a control unit 20, and a protection unit 30.

The sensor unit 10 includes a front two-axis sensor, a first
side two-axis sensor, and a second side two-axis sensor.

If the first side two-axis sensor is a left two-axis sensor, the
second side two-axis sensor means a right two-axis sensor.
Meanwhile, if the first side two-axis sensor is the right two-
axis sensor, the second side two-axis sensor means the left
two-axis sensor.

FIG. 2 is an explanatory view illustrating the two-axis
sensors, for sensing a collision of the vehicle, of the apparatus
for protecting a vehicle passenger according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present specification.

Referring to FIG. 2, the sensor unit 10 may include a front
impact two-axis sensor FIS X/Y, a left side impact two-axis
sensor LH SIS X/Y, and a right side impact two-axis sensor
RH SIS X/Y.

In this case, the X-axis means a traveling direction of the
vehicle, and the Y-axis means a lateral direction perpendicular
to the traveling direction of the vehicle.

The sensor unit 10 obtains a collision acceleration value at
the time of a broadside collision of the vehicle.

The control unit 20 calculates speed and a speed change of
the first side two-axis sensor using a Y-axis acceleration value
obtained by the first side two-axis sensor. In addition, the
control unit 20 calculates speed of the second side two-axis
sensor using a Y-axis acceleration value obtained by the sec-
ond side two-axis sensor. The control unit 20 may determine
that the vehicle passenger is in a broadside collision situation,
using the speed and the speed change of'the first side two-axis
sensor and the speed of the second side two-axis sensor.

The speed of the first side two-axis sensor and the speed of
the second side two-axis sensor may be calculated by inte-
grating the Y-axis acceleration values obtained by the first
side two-axis sensor and the second side two-axis sensor once
with respect to a predetermined time, respectively. In addi-
tion, the speed change of the first side two-axis sensor and the
speed change of the second side two-axis sensor may be
calculated by signal-processing the Y-axis acceleration values
obtained by the first side two-axis sensor and the second side
two-axis sensor, respectively.

The control unit 20 may calculate a plurality of critical
values using the speed of the second side two-axis sensor, and
may determine that the vehicle passenger is in the broadside
collision situation, when the speed and the speed change of
the first side two-axis sensor are equal to or higher than the
critical values, and average acceleration and deceleration of
the front two-axis sensor or average acceleration and decel-
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eration of the second side two-axis sensor are higher than a
predetermined safing critical values.

FIG. 6 is an explanatory view illustrating a situation of a
broadside collision for operating the passenger protection
unit of the apparatus for protecting a vehicle passenger
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present speci-
fication.

The broadside collision situation means a situation in
which the apparatus for protecting a lateral passenger needs
to be operated in a situation of a broadside collision. Refer-
ring to FIG. 6A, when severity of a collision is low even
though a broadside collision occurs when the vehicle travels,
for example, when the vehicle travels on a rough road or
passes over an obstacle, or when a door of the vehicle is
slammed, the control unit 20 determines that this situation is
not the broadside collision situation. In contrast, referring to
FIG. 6B, when severity of a collision is high, the control unit
20 determines that this situation is the broadside collision
situation.

In the case of a high severity collision, high acceleration
occurs at an impact side two-axis sensor, and positions of the
impact side two-axis sensor and the opposite side two-axis
sensor opposite to the impact side two-axis sensor are also
greatly deformed or pushed. That is, when severity of a col-
lision is low, that is, when the vehicle travels on a rough road
or passes over an obstacle, or when the door of the vehicle is
slammed, high acceleration may also occur at the impact side
two-axis sensor, but the positions of the impact side two-axis
sensor and the opposite side two-axis sensor are not deformed
orpushed. Therefore, the phenomenon in which the positions
of the impact side two-axis sensor and the opposite side
two-axis sensor are deformed or pushed is also considered at
the time of determining the broadside collision situation,
thereby improving accuracy when operating the apparatus for
protecting a passenger.

The plurality critical values means a first critical value
associated with the speed change of the first side two-axis
sensor, and a second critical value associated with the speed
of'the first side two-axis sensor. The first critical value and the
second critical value may be calculated using a lookup table
that is stored in the control unit 20 in advance.

The safing critical value means a critical value that has been
obtained by a safing sensor mounted in the vehicle in the
related art.

When the vehicle passenger is in the broadside collision
situation as a determination result of the control unit 20, the
protection unit 30 restricts the passenger.

The protection unit 30 includes all of the passenger pro-
tection means such as an airbag, and a seat belt pre-tensioner
that may be provided in the vehicle.

Hereinafter, a method of protecting a vehicle passenger
according to the first exemplary embodiment of the present
specification will be described with reference to FIG. 5.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a process of operating the
front passenger protection unit of the apparatus for protecting
a vehicle passenger according to the first exemplary embodi-
ment of the present specification at the time of a head-on
collision.

First, the acceleration values, which are generated at the
time of a head-on collision, are obtained by the first side
two-axis sensor and the second side two-axis sensor of the
sensor unit 10 (S101, and S103).

Thereafter, the control unit 20 calculates the average value
of the X-axis acceleration values obtained by the first side
two-axis sensor and the second side two-axis sensor (S105).

The average value means a value that is the same as a
collision acceleration value of the ACU installed in the
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vehicle. That is, the average value of the values obtained by
the first side sensor and the second side sensor may be sub-
stituted for a value obtained by a sensor of the ACU in the
related art.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 filters the average value
using a low pass filter (S107). This process is to remove noise
signals existing in the average value.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 calculates the speed, the
speed change, and the displacement of the ACU using the
average value (5109, S111, and S113).

The displacement of the ACU may be calculated by
double-integrating the average value with respect to a prede-
termined time. In addition, the speed of the ACU may be
calculated by integrating the average value once with respect
to a predetermined time. In addition, the speed change of the
ACU may be calculated by signal-processing the average
value.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 calculates the first of the first
critical value and the second of the first critical value with
respect to the speed of the ACU using the displacement of the
ACU (S115 and S117). In addition, the control unit 20 calcu-
lates the first of the second critical value and the second of the
second critical value with respect to the speed change of the
ACU using the displacement of the ACU (S119 and S121). In
addition, the control unit 20 calculates the X-axis critical
value and the Y-axis critical value with respect to the speed
change of the front two-axis sensor using the displacement of
the ACU (S123 and S125).

The first of the first critical value, the second of the first
critical value, the first of the second critical value, the second
of the second critical value, the X-axis critical value, and the
Y-axis critical value may be calculated using a lookup table
that is stored in the control unit 20 in advance.

The acceleration value, which is generated at the time of a
broadside collision, is obtained by the front two-axis sensor
of the sensor unit 10 (S127).

Thereafter, the control unit 20 filters the acceleration value
using the low pass filter (8129). This process is to remove
noise signals existing in the acceleration value.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 calculates the X-axis speed
change value of the front two-axis sensor and the Y-axis speed
change value of the front two-axis sensor using the accelera-
tion value (S131 and S133).

The speed change of the front two-axis sensor may be
calculated by signal-processing the acceleration value
obtained by the front two-axis sensor.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 compares the X-axis speed
change of the front two-axis sensor with the X-axis critical
value, and compares the Y-axis speed change of the front
two-axis sensor with the Y-axis critical value (S135 and
S137).

Thereafter, the control unit 20 determines whether X-axis
speed change of'the front two-axis sensor is equal to or higher
than the X-axis critical value, and the Y-axis speed change of
the front two-axis sensor is equal to or higher than the Y-axis
critical value (S139).

As adetermination result of the control unit 20 through step
S139, when the X-axis speed change of the front two-axis
sensor is equal to or higher than the X-axis critical value, and
the Y-axis speed change of the front two-axis sensor is equal
to or higher than the Y-axis critical value, the control unit 20
sets the first critical value and the second critical value as the
first of the first critical value and the first of the second critical
value, respectively (S141).

In contrast, as a determination result of the control unit 20
through step S139, when the X-axis speed change of the front
two-axis sensor is lower than the X-axis critical value, or the
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Y-axis speed change ofthe front two-axis sensor is lower than
the Y-axis critical value, the control unit 20 sets the first
critical value and the second critical value as the second of the
first critical value and the second of the second critical value,
respectively (S143).

Here, the first critical value means a critical value associ-
ated with the speed of the ACU, and the second critical value
means a critical value associated with the speed change of the
ACU.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 compares the speed of the
ACU with the first critical value, and compares the speed
change of the ACU with the second critical value (S145 and
S147).

The difference in moving average values of acceleration
and deceleration of the first side two-axis sensor and the
second side two-axis sensor is calculated using the displace-
ment of the ACU (S5149).

Thereafter, when the speed of the ACU is equal to or higher
than the first critical value, the speed change of the ACU is
equal to or higher than the second critical value, and the value
of'the difference in moving average values of acceleration and
deceleration of the first and second side two-axis sensors is
lower than a predetermined safing critical value, the control
unit 20 determines that the vehicle passenger is in the front
collision situation, and operates the protectionunit 30 (S151).

The safing critical value means a critical value that has been
obtained by a safing sensor mounted in the vehicle in the
related art.

Hereinafter, a method of protecting a vehicle passenger
according to the second exemplary embodiment of the
present specification will be described with reference to FI1G.
7.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a process of operating a
left passenger protection unit of the apparatus for protecting a
vehicle passenger according to the second exemplary
embodiment of the present specification at the time of a left
broadside collision.

In this case, it is based upon the premise that the first side
two-axis sensor is a left two-axis sensor. In addition, it is
based upon the premise that the second side two-axis sensor
is a right two-axis sensor.

First, the Y-axis acceleration value, which is generated at
the time of a left broadside collision, is obtained by the first
side two-axis sensor of the sensor unit 10 (S201).

Thereafter, the control unit 20 filters the acceleration value
using a high pass filter (S203). This process is to correct an
offset of the acceleration value.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 filters the acceleration value
using a low pass filter (S205). This process is to remove noise
signals existing in the acceleration value.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 calculates the speed change
and the speed of the first side two-axis sensor using the
acceleration value (S207 and S209).

The speed of the first side two-axis sensor may be calcu-
lated by integrating the acceleration value once with respect
to a predetermined time. In addition, the speed change of the
first side two-axis sensor may be calculated by signal-pro-
cessing the acceleration value.

The acceleration value, which is generated at the time of a
left broadside collision, is obtained by the second side two-
axis sensor of the sensor unit 10 (S211).

Thereafter, the control unit 20 filters the acceleration value
using the high pass filter (S213). This process is to correct an
offset of the acceleration value.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 filters the acceleration value
using the low pass filter (S215). This process is to remove
noise signals existing in the acceleration value.
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Thereafter, the control unit 20 calculates the speed of the
second side two-axis sensor using the acceleration value
(S217).

The speed of the second side two-axis sensor may be cal-
culated by integrating the acceleration value once with
respect to a predetermined time.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 calculates the first critical
value and the second critical value using the speed of the
second side two-axis sensor (S219 and S221).

The first critical value and the second critical value mean a
first critical value associated with the speed change of the first
side two-axis sensor, and a second critical value associated
with the speed of the first side two-axis sensor. The first
critical value and the second critical value may be calculated
using a lookup table that is stored in the control unit 20 in
advance.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 compares the speed change
of the first side two-axis sensor with the first critical value,
and compares the speed of the first side two-axis sensor with
the second critical value (S223 and S225).

The control unit 20 compares the average acceleration and
deceleration of the front two-axis sensor or the average accel-
eration and deceleration of the second side two-axis sensor
with a predetermined safing critical value (S227).

The safing critical value means a critical value that has been
obtained by a safing sensor mounted in the vehicle in the
related art.

Thereafter, when the speed change of the first side two-axis
sensor is equal to or higher than the first critical value, the
speed change of the first side two-axis sensor is equal to or
higher than the second critical value, and the average accel-
eration and deceleration of the front two-axis sensor or the
average acceleration and deceleration of the second side two-
axis sensor are lower than the predetermined safing critical
values, the control unit 20 determines that the vehicle passen-
ger is in a left collision situation, and operates the protection
unit 30 (S231).

Hereinafter, a method of protecting a vehicle passenger
according to a third exemplary embodiment of the present
specification will be described with reference to FIG. 8.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a process of operating an
apparatus for restricting a right passenger of the apparatus for
protecting a vehicle passenger according to the third exem-
plary embodiment of the present specification at the time of a
right broadside collision.

In this case, it is based upon the premise that the first side
two-axis sensor is a right two-axis sensor. In addition, it is
based upon the premise that the second side two-axis sensor
is a left two-axis sensor.

First, the Y-axis acceleration value, which is generated at
the time of a right broadside collision, is obtained by the first
side two-axis sensor of the sensor unit 10 (S301).

Thereafter, the control unit 20 filters the acceleration value
using the high pass filter (S303). This process is to correct an
offset of the acceleration value.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 filters the acceleration value
using the low pass filter (8305). This process is to remove
noise signals existing in the acceleration value.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 calculates the speed change
and the speed of the first side two-axis sensor using the
acceleration value (S307 and S309).

The speed of the first side two-axis sensor may be calcu-
lated by integrating the acceleration value once with respect
to a predetermined time. In addition, the speed change of the
first side two-axis sensor may be calculated by signal-pro-
cessing the acceleration value.
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The acceleration value, which is generated at the time of a
right broadside collision, is obtained by the second side two-
axis sensor of the sensor unit 10 (S311).

Thereafter, the control unit 20 filters the acceleration value
using the high pass filter (S313). This process is to correct an
offset of the acceleration value.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 filters the acceleration value
using the low pass filter (S315). This process is to remove
noise signals existing in the acceleration value.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 calculates the speed of the
second side two-axis sensor using the acceleration value
(S317).

The speed of the second side two-axis sensor may be cal-
culated by integrating the acceleration value once with
respect to a predetermined time.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 calculates the first critical
value and the second critical value using the speed of the
second side two-axis sensor (S319 and S321).

The first critical value and the second critical value mean a
first critical value associated with the speed change of the first
side two-axis sensor, and a second critical value associated
with the speed of the first side two-axis sensor. The first
critical value and the second critical value may be calculated
using a lookup table that is stored in the control unit 20 in
advance.

Thereafter, the control unit 20 compares the speed change
of the first side two-axis sensor with the first critical value,
and compares the speed of the first side two-axis sensor with
the second critical value (8323 and S325).

The control unit 20 compares the average acceleration and
deceleration of the front two-axis sensor or the average accel-
eration and deceleration of the second side two-axis sensor
with a predetermined safing critical value (S327).

The safing critical value means a critical value that has been
obtained by a safing sensor mounted in the vehicle in the
related art.

Thereafter, when the speed change of the first side two-axis
sensor is equal to or higher than the first critical value, the
speed change of the first side two-axis sensor is equal to or
higher than the second critical value, and the average accel-
eration and deceleration of the front two-axis sensor or the
average acceleration and deceleration of the second side two-
axis sensor are lower than the predetermined safing critical
values, the control unit 20 determines that the vehicle passen-
ger is in a right collision situation, and operates the protection
unit 30 (S331).

As described above, the exemplary embodiments have
been described and illustrated in the drawings and the speci-
fication. The exemplary embodiments were chosen and
described in order to explain certain principles of the inven-
tion and their practical application, to thereby enable others
skilled in the art to make and utilize various exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, as well as various
alternatives and modifications thereof. As is evident from the
foregoing description, certain aspects of the present invention
are not limited by the particular details of the examples illus-
trated herein, and it is therefore contemplated that other modi-
fications and applications, or equivalents thereof, will occur
to those skilled in the art. Many changes, modifications, varia-
tions and other uses and applications of the present construc-
tion will, however, become apparent to those skilled in the art
after considering the specification and the accompanying
drawings. All such changes, modifications, variations and
other uses and applications which do not depart from the spirit
and scope of the invention are deemed to be covered by the
invention which is limited only by the claims which follow.



US 9,421,930 B2

15

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for protecting a person in a vehicle, the
apparatus comprising:

a front two-axis sensor;

a first side two-axis sensor;

a second side two-axis sensor;

a control unit which determines whether the vehicle is ina
front collision situation by calculating an average value
of first and second acceleration values measured by the
first and second side two-axis sensors, respectively, or
determines whether the vehicle is in a broadside colli-
sion situation by calculating a speed and a speed change
of'the first side two-axis sensor using a third acceleration
value and by calculating a speed of the second side
two-axis sensor using a fourth acceleration value; and

aprotection unit which protects the person based ona result
of the determination of the control unit.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first and second
acceleration values are measured by the first and second side
two-axis sensors, respectively, in a first direction along which
the vehicle travels, and

wherein the control unit determines whether the vehicle is
in the front collision situation using the average value
and fifth and sixth acceleration values measured by the
front two-axis sensor in the first direction and a second
direction, respectively, the second direction being per-
pendicular to the first direction.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the vehicle travels
along a first direction and a second direction is perpendicular
to the first direction, and

wherein the control unit calculates a displacement, a speed,
and a speed change of an airbag control unit (ACU)
installed in the vehicle using the average value, calcu-
lates a speed change of the front two-axis sensor using
fifth and sixth acceleration values measured by the front
two-axis sensor in the first and second directions,
respectively, and determines whether the vehicle is in the
front collision situation using the displacement, the
speed, and the speed change of the ACU and using the
speed change of the front two-axis sensor.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control unit cal-
culates a displacement, a speed, and a speed change of an
airbag control unit (ACU) installed in the vehicle using the
average value, calculates a first threshold value and a second
threshold value using the displacement of the ACU, the first
threshold value and the second threshold value being associ-
ated with the speed and the speed change of the ACU, respec-
tively, calculates a difference in moving average values of
acceleration between the first side two-axis sensor and the
second side two-axis sensor, and determines that the vehicle
is in the front collision situation when the speed of the ACU is
equal to or higher than the first threshold value, the speed
change of the ACU is equal to or higher than the second
threshold value, and the difference in moving average values
is lower than a predetermined safing threshold value.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control unit cal-
culates a displacement, a speed, and a speed change of an
airbag control unit (ACU) installed in the vehicle using the
average value, calculates a first of a first threshold value and
a second of the first threshold value using the displacement of
the ACU, the first threshold value being associated with the
speed of the ACU, calculates a first of a second threshold
value and a second of the second threshold value using the
displacement of the ACU, the second threshold value being
associated with the speed change of the ACU, calculates an
X-axis threshold value in a first direction along which the
vehicle travels and a Y-axis threshold value in a second direc-
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tion perpendicular to the first direction using the displace-
ment of the ACU, the X-axis and Y-axis threshold values
being associated with the speed change of the front two-axis
sensor, and determines whether the vehicle is in the front
collision situation.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the control unit sets
the first threshold value and the second threshold value as the
first of the first threshold value and the first of the second
threshold value, respectively, when an X-axis speed change
of the front two-axis sensor is equal to or higher than the
X-axis threshold value, and a Y-axis speed change of the front
two-axis sensor is equal to or higher than the Y-axis threshold
value, and

wherein the control unit sets the first threshold value and

the second threshold value as the second of the first
threshold value and the second of the second threshold
value, respectively, when the X-axis speed change of the
front two-axis sensor is lower than the X-axis threshold
value or the Y-axis speed change of the front two-axis
sensor is lower than the Y-axis threshold value, or both.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control unit cal-
culates a speed and a speed change of the first side two-axis
sensor using the third acceleration value in a first direction
measured by the first side two-axis sensor, calculates a speed
of'the second side two-axis sensor using the fourth accelera-
tion value measured in the first direction by the second side
two-axis sensor, the first direction being perpendicular to a
second direction along which the vehicle travels, and deter-
mines whether the vehicle is in the broadside collision situa-
tion, using the speed and the speed change of the first side
two-axis sensor and the speed of the second side two-axis
sensor.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control unit cal-
culates a speed and a speed change of the first side two-axis
sensor using the third acceleration value in a first direction
measured by the first side two-axis sensor, calculates a speed
of'the second side two-axis sensor using the fourth accelera-
tion value measured by the second side two-axis sensor in the
first direction, the first direction being perpendicular to a
second direction along which the vehicle travels, calculates
first and second threshold values using the speed of the sec-
ond side two-axis sensor, the first and second threshold values
being associated with the speed and the speed change of the
first side two-axis sensor, respectively, and determines that
the vehicle is in the broadside collision situation when the
speed and the speed change of the first side two-axis sensor
are equal to or higher than the first and second threshold
values, respectively, and an average value of deceleration of
the front two-axis sensor or an average value of deceleration
of'the second side two-axis sensor is greater than a predeter-
mined safing threshold value.

9. A method of protecting a person in a vehicle, the method
comprising:

measuring a plurality of acceleration values using a front

two-axis sensor, a first side two-axis sensor, and a sec-
ond side two-axis sensor, the plurality of acceleration
values including first, second, third, fourth, fifth, and
sixth acceleration values;

calculating an average value of the first and second accel-

eration values measured by the first and second side
two-axis sensors, respectively, or calculating a speed
and a speed change of'the first side two-axis sensor using
the third acceleration value and a speed of the second
side two-axis sensor using the fourth acceleration value,
the third and fourth acceleration values being measured
by the first and second side two-axis sensor, respec-
tively;
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determining whether the vehicle is in a front collision
situation, using the calculated average value and the fifth
and sixth acceleration values measured by the front two-
axis sensor, or determining whether the vehicle is in a
broadside collision situation, using the calculated speed
and the calculated speed change of the first side two-axis
sensor and the calculated speed of the second side two-
axis sensor; and

protecting the person based on a result of the determina-

tion.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the first and second
acceleration values are measured by the first and second side
two-axis sensors, respectively, in a first direction along which
the vehicle travels, a second direction being perpendicular to
the first direction, and

wherein the fifth and sixth acceleration values are mea-

sured by the front two-axis sensor in the first and second
directions, respectively.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the vehicle travels
along a first direction and a second direction is perpendicular
to the first direction, the method further comprising:

calculating a displacement, a speed, and a speed change of

an airbag control unit (ACU) installed in the vehicle
using the average value;

calculating a speed change of the front two-axis sensor

using the fifth and sixth acceleration values measured by
the front two-axis sensor in the first and second direc-
tions, respectively, and determines whether the vehicle
is in the front collision situation, using the displacement,
the speed, and the speed change of the ACU, and the
speed change value of the front two-axis sensor.

12. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

calculating a displacement, a speed, and a speed change of

an airbag control unit (ACU) installed in the vehicle
using the average value;

calculating a first threshold value and a second threshold

value using the displacement of the ACU;

calculating a difference in moving average values of accel-

eration of the first side two-axis sensor and the second
side two-axis sensor, and determines that the vehicle is
in the front collision situation when the speed of the
ACU is equal to or higher than the first threshold value,
the speed change of the ACU is equal to or higher than
the second threshold value, and the difference in moving
average values is lower than a predetermined safing
threshold value.

13. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

calculating a displacement, a speed, and a speed change of

an airbag control unit (ACU) installed in the vehicle
using the average value;

calculating a first of a first threshold value and a second of

the first threshold value using the displacement of the
ACU, the first threshold value being associated with the
speed of the ACU;

calculating a first of a second threshold value and a second

of the second threshold value using the displacement of
the ACU, the second threshold value being associated
with the speed change of the ACU;
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calculating an X-axis threshold value in a first direction
along which the vehicle travels and a Y-axis threshold
value in a second direction perpendicular to the first
direction using the displacement of the ACU, the X-axis
and Y-axis threshold values being associated with the
speed change of the front two-axis sensor.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

setting the first threshold value and the second threshold
value as the first of the first threshold value and the first
of the second threshold value, respectively, when an
X-axis speed change of the front two-axis sensor is equal
to or higher than the X-axis threshold value, and a Y-axis
speed change of the front two-axis sensor is equal to or
higher than the Y-axis threshold value;

setting the first threshold value and the second threshold
value as the second of the first threshold value and the
second of the second threshold value, respectively, when
the X-axis speed change of the front two-axis sensor is
lower than the X-axis threshold value or the Y-axis speed
change of the front two-axis sensor is lower than the
Y-axis threshold value, or both.

15. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

calculating a speed and a speed change of the first side
two-axis sensor using the third acceleration value mea-
sured by the first side two-axis sensor in a first direction,
the first direction being perpendicular to a second direc-
tion along which the vehicle travels;

calculating a speed of the second side two-axis sensor
using the fourth acceleration value in the first direction
measured by the second side two-axis sensor; and

determining whether the vehicle is in the broadside colli-
sion situation, using the speed and the speed change of
the first side two-axis sensor and the speed of the second
side two-axis sensor.

16. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

calculating a speed and a speed change of the first side
two-axis sensor using the third acceleration value in a
first direction measured by the first side two-axis sensor,
the first direction being perpendicular to a second direc-
tion along which the vehicle travels;

calculating a speed of the second side two-axis sensor
using the fourth acceleration value measured by the
second side two-axis sensor;

calculating first and second threshold values using the
speed of the second side two-axis sensor, the first and
second threshold values being associated with the speed
and the speed change of the first side two-axis sensor,
respectively; and

determining that the vehicle is in the broadside collision
situation when the speed and the speed change of the first
side two-axis sensor are equal to or higher than the first
and second threshold values, respectively, and an aver-
age value of deceleration of the front two-axis sensor or
an average value of deceleration of the second side two-
axis sensor is greater than a predetermined safing thresh-
old value.



